
    Friendship. Excellence. Dance .  

 
they realize that their 
happiness lies from within 

but for the most part and 
for the time being their 
happiness lies within the 
studio as they continue to 
dance, dance, dance!  

 

Thank -you for allowing  

me to be part of your  

newsletter.  

 

Maria Mascioli  

 

Hello readers,  
Happy New Year and  

welcome to the 29th  

edition of Keep in Step. 
With 2010 now at our 
doorstep we are reminded 
of the tasks that lie ahead 
and with our new slogan 

in place, ñFriendship.  

Excellence. Dance. Be 
Alive!ò, it is evident that 
the pursuit of excellence is 

in the air! Competitive 
students are busy prepar-
ing for upcoming competi-
tions and non -competitive 
students are excited for 
the upcoming recital and 

as I watch these 
kids on a daily ba-
sis I realize the 
common thread  

for all, friendships; an  

energy that fuels their 
passion and a rush of  

excitement in their pursuit 
to be excellent in dance. 
They all have the capacity 
to excel at their lives, 
some will yearn accep-

tance while others wonôt 
care, in the end, we are  

all in the pursuit of happi-
ness. It is our job as par-
ents to guide them along 

that path and hope that 
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ñNothing beats a proper classical 

ballet. Itôs really magical. To per-
form with a live orchestra, it gives 
you so much soul. When you hear 

something live, you get uplifted. It 
gives you emotion.ò  
Greta Leemingôs newest teacher,  
Ms. Debby Armstrong loves dance  
and children.  
 
continued on page 2  

BE ALIVE!  

QUICK LINKS:  

 

Recital Dates &  

Ticket Sales  

 

Exam Results  

  

ñBE 

 YOURSELF, 
EVERYONE 

ELSE IS 
TAKENò 
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ñAt 16, she 

auditioned and 

was accepted 

as apprentice 

in the Pretoria 

State 

Theatre.ò 

TAMMY NERA 

MEETS MICHAEL 

JACKSON  

DEBBY ARMSTRONG -  continued from page 1  

óTHIS IS ITô FOR TAMMY NERA! 

ñA second highlight 

(of perhaps my life!), 

was auditioning for 

Michael Jackson's final 

tour, 'This Is It'.  I 

flew out to LA to audi-

tion, and made it to 

the very end! On that 

second day I got to 

dance for Michael 

himself!!  I even 

made it through his 

'cut' to the finals... 

definitely an  experi-

ence I will always re-

member!ò And her 

first highlight you 

ask? Performing in the 

concert version of 

'Guys & Dolls' in  

Ottawa at the NAC.  

ñMy family and I are 

pretty stoked for me 

to be performing at 

home!!ò 

 

Congratulations 

Tammy,  

GLS is so proud!  

had given up a lot for the 
company. I wanted to give 
time to my children.ò In May 
2001, Ms. Armstrong bought 
a studio, had her first child, 
Katelyn (her second daugh-
ter, Sabrina was born in 
2006) and began the life of a 
busy mom, wife and entre-
preneur. ñI am a hard 
worker. I like challenges. My 
ballet background taught me 
to be tough.ò It was a busy 
life and the political and so-
cial climate in South Africa 
brought tragedy to Debby 
and her family. Then fate 
intervened. Her husband 
Greg, was looking on the 
RAD website at international 
teaching offers. He noticed 
an ad from GLS, looking for a 
ballet teacher.ñWe heard lots 
of great things 
about Can-
ada,ò Greg 
recalls. ñAnd 
so far, every-
thing we've 
heard is true. 
We love it 
here.ò In less 
than half a 
year, the 

Armstrongôs 

sold their house, cars, dance 
studio and even their 
ñjumping castleò business. 
ñThe process went very 
smoothly with the Canadian 
government, we were very 
impressed.ò says Ms. Arm-
strong.ñI love the students at 
GLS. They are very attentive 
and open to ideas. I am also 
impressed by the involve-
ment of parents, especially 
the fathers. We donôt see 
that back home.ò Ottawa is 
home now and the staff and 
students at GLS are happy 
Ms. Armstrong and her fam-
ily chose our city and our 
studio.  
 
Debby Armstrong with some of 

her GLS students.  

 

Like many GLS students, Ms. 
Armstrong started dancing at 
the age of 4. Living in Johan-
nesburg, South Africa where 
soccer, cricket and rugby are 
king, Ms. Armstrong excelled 
in theatre and dance. Her 
work ethic and love of dance 
helped get her into the pres-
tigious Johannesburg Drama 
and Arts School, where she 
thrived. ñMom and Dad were 
supportive. They taught me 
early on to follow through. 
To do things properly, there 
is no messing around.òAt 16, 
she auditioned and was ac-
cepted as apprentice in the 
Pretoria State Theatre.ñDue 

to Apartheid, we 
couldnôt travel much, 
but we were very for-
tunate to have teach-
ers come from over-
seas. Patricia Neary 
came and worked with 
us on three separate 
occasions. I learned so 
much.ò Ms. Armstrong 
originally trained in 
Cecchetti Ballet, later 
becoming certified in 
RAD.ñI was ready to 
leave. I reached a 

point in my career and 

Debby 

Armstrong 

performing  
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JUNO AWARD WINNER JENNIFER GOULD!  
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Four of our GLS dancers 
performed along side Juno 

Award winner Jennifer Gould 
at a live performance of a 

holiday helping of ñMusic 
Soupò held on December 
13th, 2009 at the Arts Court 
Theatre in downtown  

Ottawa. Both shows were 
sold out! It was a perfect 
helping of music and fun for 
all. Jen Gould originally from 
Ottawa and a GLS alumni 

won the 2008 Juno Award 
for Childrenôs Album of the 
Year. 
www.jengouldmusic.com  
This live show will be  

released on DVD in April, 
2010 featuring GLS students  

Michelle Salhany, Celina  

DôOrazio, Jennie and Jolene 

Wong and Courtney 
Barnabe. This was an  

amazing opportunity for us 
at GLS and we look forward 
to working with Jen again in 
the future!  

I've loved every moment I've 
had at Greta Leeming and 
hopefully there will be many 
more to come! Thanks to 
everyone for everything, and 
don't forget to... BE ALIVE! Ǆ  
  
Philippe Jacques:  
ñGreta Leeming is part of 
who I am and it's where a 
part of me will always be.ò 

 

Here is what some of our 
GLS students had to sayé. 
 
Angelica Salvatore :  
"Be Alive" is 2 words that 
bring all of us dancers to-
gether! It means that no 
matter what we're going 
through we're always there 
for each other. It means 
family, friendship, hard work, 
dedication and an all around 
love for what we do -  dance! 

their staff, for their continuous support and service.  On Sunday October 25th 

Greta Leeming Dance Studio 
held their annual Competi-
tive Bowl -A-Thon. The com-
petitive team raised $2,800 

for ñLive Work Playò in 
memory of our beloved staff 
member, Phyllis Gray. As 
always our kids were out 
cheering, laughing and hav-
ing a great time! Congratu-
lations go out to the kids on 

their amazing efforts. GLS 
would like to thank the West 
Park Bowling Lanes and 

GLS GIVES BACK ï ANNUAL BOWL -A-THON 

What does ñFRIENDSHIP. EXCELLENCE. DANCE. BE ALIVE!ò mean to you? 

GRETA 

LEEMING 

COMPETITIVE 

DANCE 

STUDENTS 

RAISE $2,800 

FOR ñLIVE 

WORK PLAYò 

Jenny Eriksson:  
ñIt means that our studio is 
not just a bunch of kids, but 
a great big family of dancers 
all sharing the same passion 
and when someone tells you 
to be alive right before going 
on stage, it is so encouraging 
and shows that people are 
there to support you 100%.ò 
 
Micayla Maiorino:  
ñIt means unforgettable life  

long friendships, hard work, 
FAMILY, home, and more fun 
than you can imagine!ò Ǆ  

Join us today on our Greta 
Leeming Studio of Dance 
Facebook  group and tell 

us what  
FRIENDSHIP. EXCELLENCE. 

DANCE. BE ALIVE! means 
to you!  
 

http://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=777658933&ref=mf
http://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=1507592770&ref=mf

